
 

 
 
Frequently asked questions: 
 

What is your role, and how long have you been doing it? 
I have several different jobs and roles, but I consider myself a writer and a storyteller at the core of 
everything I do, which directly corresponds to my job as a freelance journalist.  
 
This means I can be commissioned to write articles the publisher/editor has come up with or can 
pitch ideas around articles I want to write, to various organisations, blogs and magazines, and then 
work with them to put the article together. As a journalist, I am a researcher (information and 
statistics in the article itself are paramount to back up the idea you have and make it something that 
you are writing clearly and truthfully about), a writer (the article must be written based on the points 
you have made but also the editor who you will probably be working with), and often will write about 
completely different subjects, based on the magazine, blog or organisation I am working with. 
However, I spread into other topics after firstly writing about natural history, and this makes up the 
bulk of the work I do. 
 
I have been a freelance journalist for a couple of years now and started as a means of making my day-
to-day blogging a career path when I was around 15 and continued this work alongside, and now 
after, my degree. 

 
What are your main responsibilities?  
As a journalist, my main responsibility is to communicate clearly and truthfully; I have an influence on 
people’s ideas and their source of information on topics, so must make sure that the information 
accessed is useful, but also tells the story in an accessible and interesting way. I am responsible for 
research of the subject of the article, so need to be good at finding sources online that are reliable, 
understanding basic jargon over the internet, and also contacting people in an approachable and 
open manner in order to get them onboard for interviews and so forth. I am sometimes also 
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Frequently Asked Questions 



responsible for the layout and edit of the article, and here is where I make sure that the article sticks 
to the word limit suggested by the editorial team or lead-editor. As I may be asked to edit other 
articles, I make sure I am able to cut articles down whilst still keeping the main storyline, message and 
deleting anything useless or straying from the point. 

Who are the main people you have to work with?   
As a journalist, the main people I have to work with can be editors, photographers, artists, experts in 
their fields and subjects of articles (this can be ANYONE who is the main focus point of the article), 
filmmakers, speakers - really it can be very, very varied - but I will always have an editorial team/ 
person who will work with me to make sure that the article comes together clearly and concisely.  
 

What does your day-to-day look like? 
Because I’m a freelance journalist, my day-to-day work usually consists of a combination of my 
current most consistent job as a researcher at BBC Natural History Unit (a job that can be obtained 
using experience as a journalist) and coming up with ideas to pitch to certain magazines and blogs. 
These constantly need to be written down for them to be developed, but if you are a journalist who 
works for a magazine, or for a specific organisation, then you will usually be writing or researching all 
day, and this can fluctuate from articles on conservation that you have to write up using research on 
the internet (reading scientific papers, scrolling through websites, etc.), to interviews that you may 
have to do with certain experts and scientists.  

I have had to interview many experts before, and it is handy to have experience in speaking and 

thinking about useful questions that you may need to ask in order to get the point of your article 

across. You may also have to ghost-write articles, which means you will interview an expert, activist, 

scientist, etc. and then write the article as if they are writing it – here you will be credited as the 

interviewer, when otherwise you would be credited as the writer if you are writing it as your own 

idea or opinion, or perhaps the expert. Basically, my day-to-day consists of writing and coming up 

with ideas of what to write next, which is my dream job so yay! 
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What was your pathway into your role? 
My pathway is slightly unconventional but shows that this can be a career for anyone wherever they 
come from. I started blogging about wildlife and observations I made in my garden and in general 
nature when I was quite young and put together my own website. Because I was so fascinated by the 
natural world, I wanted to write about it in magazines, and applied to several magazines, such as 
Junior Wildlife Trusts, and the RSPB, to feature in some of their issues and blogs, I also wrote as a 
guest writer for other bloggers whom I knew. I started a Twitter account in order to connect with 
other wildlife enthusiasts and writers, so that I could grow my career. 
 
From here I worked alongside my degree, which was in Marine Biology, using the knowledge I gained 
from my studies to pitch ideas about science and about nature to magazines and blogs that dealt with 
this, I started to apply for larger magazines and papers, and although I had started out writing for free 
and in voluntary writing, I was now being paid for articles because of the experience I had accrued. I 
also began writing articles about my personal experiences and pitching these, combining them with 
the experience I had picked up writing my blog and also the experiences I had working with nature 
organisations, which made me stand out as a writer and journalist and allowed my articles to be 
published. 

What is the salary range for this type of role?  
The salary range can be as wide as £40 per piece for indie magazines to £350 per piece for larger 
magazines, for freelance journalists, to a constant salary for permanent roles such as £20,000 - 
£27,000 per year for a starting journalist, which will become much greater as they progress to senior 
roles in the organisation they work in.  
 
Is a degree essential to your role?   
Not at all. Many, as I once did, think that you need a degree in English to be a journalist, or even a 
writer, but the truth is you just need passion enough for writing, storytelling and communication and 
a need to tell people about narratives and stories that others may have. That being said, it may be 
helpful, if you are studying or considering studying a degree, to do it in something that you want to 
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be a journalist for, if you want to be a journalist for a specific subject; for example, as a natural 
history journalist, I have often been able to use my degree in Marine Biology to pitch articles more 
successfully.  
 
What are the most useful skills to have for this role?   
Organisational skills are essential – there will be times where you have a lot of work and then next to 
nothing other days. Passion for writing and the topic you wish to write in; speaking and 
communication skills are always handy; tech skills as you will be working on devices and 
computers/laptops; and data skills as these are often needed to crunch numbers required. 
 

 
It also helps to have resilience – there is a lot of rejection within this job, but it’s crucial not to be 
dissuaded! You have the skills, and anyone with a passion for writing can achieve - I myself am still 
only just starting out - there’s so much to be learnt, and remember to have fun and enjoy it, because 
that’s why we write at the end of the day! 

 

 

 
What GCSEs could someone study to help get into this career?  
English is useful, sometimes sciences, I myself took English Lit, Lang and all 3 sciences, but I have met 
many people who didn’t take these and are very successful journalists. 
 
What A-Levels or BTECs could someone study to help get into this career?  
Again, it’s not important if there is enough experience in writing, but if I had to choose any; English, 
sciences and extra-curricular activities such as the school paper and writing clubs are very useful as 
experience and passion boosters. 
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What could someone do after they leave school to help develop their skills for this career?  
Going to university isn’t essential for this role, no matter what people might assume – building up 
experience and a portfolio of writing can be just as useful! If you do go to university, what degree you 
do isn’t hugely important so choose what you are passionate in, as you’re likely to get more out of it if 
you really care about it! 
 
If someone has graduated university, what next steps could they take to develop their skills 
for this career?  
Look for ways that you can turn your experiences into something that people will want to read, but 
also look for experiences you have picked up. I always write from my own experiences, but also use 
the interests I have in art, in movies, in fashion, etc. to bolster my CV, as these are VERY useful when 
you are writing about certain subjects. You do not have to do another degree for journalism, but you 
can consider it if you want to have another career alongside it, such as a zoologist, geologist, etc. and 
then use those experiences to help you grow your journalism career. 
 


